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there are 550 large octavo pages, closely printed, upon 150 (Teubner) pages of 
text. There are thorough analyses of subject-matter, numberless parallel pas- 
sages from other orators, copious syntactical notes on points insufficiently 
explained in the grammars, and full discussion of difficult legal questions. 
Nothing that has been said about Isaeus seems to have escaped the editor. On 
all disputed points the reader has abundant material furnished for forming an 
independent opinion, if he does not choose to accept the carefully considered 
views expressed by Wyse. 

In the Preface the judgment of Dionysius of Halicarnassus upon Isaeus is 
cited, and followed by the statement that " the leading purpose of this edition is 
to show by analysis of the extant speeches that ancient scholars had a juster 
appreciation of the orator's art than is shown by modern writers on Greek law." 
In pursuance of this purpose, the notes constantly point out the sophistical 
nature of Isaeus' arguments or the insufficiency of his proofs. My present 
impression is that this leading idea sometimes carries Mr. Wyse too far, though 
I have not space to discuss the matter here. 

A. G. L. 



Selections from the Public and Private Law of the Romans. By 
James J. Robinson. New York: American Book Co., 1905. 
Pp. 304. $1.25. 

In view of the great importance of the study of Roman law not only in rela- 
tion to general jurisprudence, but in its bearing upon Roman history, its com- 
parative neglect in this country is surprising. For this, however, there has per- 
haps been some excuse in the lack of texts suited to the needs of students wishing 
a general introduction to the subject. A successful attempt to remedy this defect 
has been made by Dr. Robinson in this volume of selections. 

There is an excellent introduction of thirty-three pages, giving in a concise 
form much valuable historical and bibliographical matter. The first Latin text 
is Pomponius, De origine iuris, preserved to us in Digest I. 2. 2, where it is 
appropriately placed, serving as an introduction to the further study of the law. 
In the rest of the book the general plan of the Institutes is followed, those selec- 
tions being included which devote especial attention to the law of the family, 
contracts, and inheritance. The extracts from the Institutes of Justinian are 
supplemented by quotations, not only from Gaius' Institutes, but also from the 
Code and the Digest, the latter often giving most valuable concrete illustrations — 
a species of " case law." 

At times the editor seems somewhat uncertain about his text, as on p. 62, 
1. 10, where he reads solumque, but in his note says "instead of solumque read vet 
solebant." The latter is an emendation of Mommsen; there is nothing in the 
note, however, to indicate this. There is a similar confusion in regard to 
oriuntur or ordiuntur on p. 64, 1. 6. For the sake of consistency, the emendation 
of debere for debet should have been noted on p. 240, 1. 4. Two misprints 
occur: vivent for vivente, p. 94, I. 15, and quis for quia, p. 140, 1. 6. 
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The Commentary is devoted chiefly to the explanation of technical phrases 
with illustrations from ancient literature and modern authorities, although lin- 
guistic and grammatical difficulties have not been overlooked. In this connec- 
tion attention should be called to Dr. Robinson's remarks in the Preface 
upon the clearness and elegance of the style of the Latin jurists. The notes give 
in concise form the information most needed by the student, and little can be 
said in the way of unfavorable criticism. The statement on p. 108, however, 
" all cognates are agnates," is hardly true. By a typographical error on p. 253, 
the date of the lex Cornelia is given as 81 A. d. A note is perhaps necessary on the 
construction of annorum, p. 96, 1. 8, while some explanation should be given 
of the phrase dicis gratia on p. 153. The value of the note upon servus publicus, 
pp. 264, 265, would be increased by a reference to the work of Leon Halkin, Les 
esclaves publics (Bruxelles, 1897). 

It is to be hoped that Dr. Robinson's book will do much in gaining in our 
college courses further recognition of that science in which the Roman showed 
his genius, and especially which represents his most important contribution to 
modern civilization. 

Edward A. Bechtel. 

University of Chicago. 



The Greek Painter's Art. By Irene Weir. Boston : Ginn & Co. 
Pp. xviii + 361. $3 net. 

The purpose of this attractive volume, we are told, "is to bring the reader in 
touch with the Greek painter of old in a simple and direct manner, the Introduc- 
tion serving to lead him to the enchanted land." The illustrations, with a very 
few exceptions, serve this purpose admirably. The history of Greek painting 
(chap. 1) gives the information to be gained from literary sources in brief form. 
The peculiar account of encaustic painting on p. 123 should be compared with 
the account on p. 249; and the identification of the Stoa Poikile with the north 
chamber of the Propylaea (pp. 109, 267) is of course a mistake. The account of 
vase-painting (chap. 2) is rather cursory and occasionally incorrect. The following 
chapters on color as applied to architecture and sculpture (mainly quoted), on 
Graeco-Egyptian portraits and Graeco-Roman mosaics, and on mural painting, 
are more successful. Miss Weir writes with much enthusiasm; and while the 
book is not adapted to the needs of the scholar, it should interest many readers 
in a most fascinating subject. 

A. F. 



